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The Protective Turtle Ecology Center for Training, Outreach, and Research,
Inc. (ProTECTOR) works to increase the conservation of, and research on, sea
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turtles in the country of Honduras. Roatan, one of the Bay Islands of o
Honduras, is the location of the Roatdan Marine Park, which also strives to T vV f :
protect the island’s natural resources and its marine habitats. Efforts were zhw”tlhd;h”pldt:;h l:i.:t.'ssttlppg _ :

made to record the sightings of sea turtles in Roatan, specifically in the area * Fourscales i ffoncofthe  + 4 Scalesbefore the eyes ; :E;
of West End and West Bay within the boundaries of the Roatan Marine Park e Figure 2
(RMP) (Fig. 1). Working in tandem with dive shops in West End (Table 1), we N 5 |
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collected and recorded sightings data of Hawksbill, Green, and Loggerhead

sea turtles in the area. Slghtlngs Data Sheets
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From June to October, 2014, data collection sheets were provided to
each dive shop detailing the identifying characteristics of the turtles,

Number of Total Turtle Sightings
Number of Hawksbill Sightings

specifically the hawksbill sea turtle (Fig. 2). These sheets also il
prompted recorders to identify the location and depth of each turtle . ; :
sighting, along with the specific species sighted, and whether the o Dive i o Dive Sie

turtle was a juvenile or adult, male or female (Fig. 3). Figure 3

Figure 6. The top ten dive sites for total turtle sightings were graphed from the 2014 data
(A). The number of Hawksbill sightings were also graphed from the same ten dive sites
from the 2014 data (B). The total number of turtle sightings were graphed for the same
top ten dive sites from the 2013 data (C) as well as the total number of hawksbills
sightings from the 2013 data (D).
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Betice Approximately 720 turtle sightings were recorded ranging from a Conclusion and Further Studies
maximum of 80 turtle sightings at single site, to a minimum of 1 turtle
o e i m,r::f a;x?:.:ﬁ sighting at a single site (Figures 4 and 5). Initially, the data show an increase in turtle sightings in the off shore areas of West End and
it the Roatan Marine Park between the summer of 2013 and 2014. However, sighting records
T“"“’asm WestEnd _ —— were taken from 135 dives in 2013 and 483 dives in 2014. The increase in the number of
ﬁ\\ﬂ‘)wgé v N Figure 4 Ea sightings may be due to an actual increase in the number of turtles present, yet is more
I?alvad:sranwguel e e b - likely due to increased involvement of dive operators in the project, as well as repeat
S g = sightings. Using the Interactive Individual Identification System (I3S), we continue to visually
West End 7 | e ko identify and determine replicate sightings, and thus, estimate population numbers. Clearly,
25t 23z m \ hawksbills comprise the majority of turtles sighted. Using this information, we are able to
g make long-term contributions in sea turtle conservation by determining actual numbers of
/ turtles in the area and expanding data on life-cycles, foraging habits, and migration
oy ot activities.
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Reef Gliders Sun Divers Figures 4 and 5 map the locations and numbers of sea t,urtle s!ghtlngs iat dive sites g ; B/SCUBAROATAN
’ , , : located in the West End and West Bay areas of the Roatan Marine Park in 2013 and —
Roatan Divers Tyll’s Dive 2014, respectively. The depth of sightings, gender, and age are not depicted. I~
Scuba Roatan West End Divers
B e




